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The Commercial Internet eXchange Association ("CIX"), by its attorneys, files these

comments in support of the Association for Local Telecommunications' June 20, 1997 request

for expeditious clarification (the "ALTS Request"). CIX is a non-profit organization that

operates to facilitate global connectivity among commercial Internet service providers ("ISPs") in

the United States and throughout the world. These comments represent the views of CIX as a

trade organization and may not reflect the views of the individual members. A CIX membership

list is attached hereto.

CIX supports the ALTS Request because it would enhance competition among providers

of local telecommunications services to the benefit of all end-users, including Internet providers

and their customers. By stimulating competition for telecommunications services, reciprocal

compensation arrangements among local carriers allow Internet providers and their customers to

choose the least costlhighest quality telecommunications available to access the Internet. In
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contrast, the refusal to abide by reciprocal compensation obligations l harms local

telecommunications competition by excluding a significant segment of end-users from the

telecommunications services offered by new entrants; without any compensation for tennination

of traffic originated from incwnbent LEC, there is little reason for any CLEC or CAP to serve an

ISP. Likewise, lack of reciprocal compensation causes the ISPs to rely exclusively on the

telecommunications services offered by the incwnbent LEe. Given this, CIX supports the

ALTS' Request.

CIX looks forward to reviewing the comments filed in this proceeding, especially those

of the incumbent LECs, and will respond fully in its reply comments.

Respectfully submitted,

, H~

Robert D. Collet
Chainnan of the Board
Commercial Internet eXchange
Association

July 17,1997

47 U.S.C. § 2Sl(b)(S).
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Barbara A Dooley
Executive Director
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